MODIS/Terra Vegetation Indices, 16-Day, Global, 500m 

MODIS level 3 16-day composite Vegetation Index images at 500-meter resolution were used in the production of NDVI difference images for the years 2001 and 2002.  The vegetation product uses, as input, MODIS/Terra surface reflectance, corrected for molecular scattering, ozone absorption, and aerosols.  Two vegetation index algorithms are produced globally for land.  The index utilized here is the standard normalized difference vegetation index (NDVI), which is referred to as the "continuity index" to the existing NOAA-AVHRR derived NDVI.  A new compositing scheme that reduces angular, sun-target-sensor variations is utilized. 

The difference maps represent a subtraction of 2001 NDVI values from 2002 values, rendering a product where negative values represent areas that are greener in 2001 and positive values represent areas greener in 2002.  
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